
EDUCATION

In closing this year commemorating the 50th Anniversary of St. 
Julie Billiart’s Canonization, we celebrate her entreaty to “teach 
them what they need to know for life”. This sentence has echoed 
through the centuries since 1804 as the framework upon which we 
carry out all our ministries.   

To celebrate the gift of our charism and our call, we in the US East 
West Province asked sisters, associates, NDAmeriCorps volun-
teers, students and co-workers to write short reflections on what 
it has meant to live the visions expressed in the Hallmarks of a 
Notre Dame Learning Community. The responses are included in 
the pages that follow.

We, Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, celebrate each and every
person who has ever walked with us, beside us, among us as sisters,
associates, colleagues, students, family and friends. Our Charism
and Heritage are alive and well because of their undying devotion  
to Julie Billiart, Françoise Blin de Bourdon and all their “dear 
daughters” and we say a profound: 

THANK YOU, MERCI, 
ARIGATO, GRACIAS, GRAZIE, 

OBRIGADA, DANK U!

“  By their fruits you will know them.”



Ha l l m a r k s
 

of A Notre Dame de Namur 

Learning Community

We develop holistic 
learning communities  
which educate for life.

Learning communities come in 
all forms, and the Hallmarks are 
appropriate guidelines for each 
step on a life journey. Hallmarks 
resonate with students, faculty, 
staff, parents, board members, 
families and friends, not only in 
formal educational, health care, 
and parish settings, but also in 
areas of communal and personal 
growth. May the Hallmarks con-
tinue to be treasured as relevant 
expressions of the Notre Dame 
mission in our world. 

Photograph: 
Hallmarks 
mural at  
Notre Dame 
de Namur 
University, 
Belmont 
California
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Proclamamos por nuestras vidas aún más 
que por nuestras palabras, que Dios es bueno.

“Charism is caught not taught… 
no matter our age…wherever we are…
If we live the Notre Dame Charism,  
others will know that God is Good,
especially those on the margins of society.”

“Our work is always about bringing God’s 
goodness to our students—who might not 
otherwise get access to a good education.  
We do this by helping them see they are 
valuable and by preparing them in as many 
ways as we can for life and work in their 
communities.” 

“The SNDs came to Alabama with hearts 
wide open and I was changed forever. I 
continue to grow spiritually and serve God 
and others by living the charism of St. Julie 
and sharing the Goodness of God with those 
I meet each day united with the Sisters and 
Associates in prayer and action.”
 
“As an Associate of Notre Dame and a 
teacher in Catholic schools, I strive to instill 
a sense of God’s goodness to the students. 
I often say this prayer for my students, 
both current and past, ‘May they make 

life affirming choices that are pleasing to 
the Good God.’” 

“Three different facets of the Notre Dame  
de Namur Charism: the Education of Youth, 
the Formation of New Sisters, Living a  
Future Full of Hope.” 



Noi onoriamo la dignità e la sacralità di ogni persona. 

“ Pray for me, my 
good friend, that 
I may follow the 

spiritof the good God 
step by step
all my life.”  

 

St. Julie Billiart

“When practicing seeing through the ‘eyes of God’s 
love,’ I hold all things in reverence, transmitting 
this love and respect with St. Julie’s exhortation to 
‘always do what the good God shows us moment by 
moment, without wanting anything else.’ From this 
attitude of heart and mind, I bring St. Julie’s charism 
to all my ministries, whether it’s teaching young chil-
dren, giving retreats to adults and classes to women 
in jail, or working with the Sisters.”  

“Wisdom, truth, guidance, love – this is who St. Julie 
is for me. Her love of God and love for all motivates 
me daily to do my best work for our ministries. ‘Let 
us always do our best with great simplicity of heart 
and mind.’” 

“The spiritual person is the one who is deeply aware 
of the giftedness of the universe, the giftedness of 
one’s life, the giftedness of those others who allow 
me to become, the giftedness of the God who has 
lured me into being.”
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In 2019, the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur began a min-
istry that brought Sisters to the borders in Texas and Ari-
zona to work with the agencies ministering there with the 
immigrants seeking entry into the United States. The Sisters 
also respond to the social justice situations and the needs of 
immigrants in Central and South America, Africa and 
Europe. Mary and Joseph were among the millions who have 
had to flee their country of origin for a safer and more secure 
environment. Peace cannot exist without justice. 
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We verbinden ons tot dienstverlening aan de gemeenschap.
“The experience of being a Notre Dame 
Mission Volunteer has changed my views 
on service and made me more comfortable 
interacting with people 
whose backgrounds differ 
from mine. I have developed 
strong professional skills, 
especially organization and 
teamwork.”

“I have worked in our food 
pantry for 2 years. We have 
plans to expand this mis-
sion to help the poor of two 

neighboring needy parishes. We will start 
and maintain an ongoing clothes pantry, col-
lecting, and distributing clothes for all ages.”

“As an Associate, I am 
excited to join with others 
to deepen my spirituality. By 
serving as a Eucharistic Min-
ister, a Lector, a member of 
the Ladies Altar Sodality, a 
member of the Ladies Auxil-
iary of the Knights of Colum-
bus, and leader and mentor 
for the Alabama Associates 
in Birmingham, I feel that I 
am living the Notre Dame 

charism and mission through prayer, daily 
Mass, service ministries, and my relation-
ships with others. I commit to live my life in 
the Spirit of St. Julie.”  

“Through prayers, activities, and rela-
tionships with others, I try to express the 
charism of St. Julie and to show that God  
is Good. “
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NDNUstudents with Denise Curry before leaving  
to work at the border with our sisters



“I’m very grateful to be in ministry in  
Primary Teacher Training in South Sudan in 
collaboration with other women and  
men Religious. God is so very Good!” 

“Joining the Sisters of Notre Dame was an 
answer to my own call. St. Julie inspired me 
to go wherever I saw a need especially with 
the poor. There were special needs in the 
inner city as well as with the homeless, the 
farm workers and hospice care with children 
who were grieving. Responding to ‘With 
Hearts as Wide as the World,’ I spent years 
of ministry and service living among the 
Yup’ik Eskimos in Alaska. Wherever I went 
and whatever I did, I knew that St. Julie and 
all the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur went 
with me.”

“Spending fifty years of service at Notre 
Dame de Namur University brought me into 
contact with traditional age college students 
and many older people as well. I met people 
from a large variety of ethnic and religious 
backgrounds and those from a variety of 
social statuses.”

“It was a 
privilege to 
have met such 
a variety of 
persons;  
I came to 
realize among 
them a hunger 
for meaning 
in life. I felt St. 
Julie’s spirit 
touch the 
hearts of those 
who shared 
their personal stories and who commented 
on the fact that they received more ‘insight’ 
into God’s working in their lives.” 
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Participamos na comunidade com aqueles 
com que trabalhamos e com aqueles que servimos. 

“I am privileged to see and marvel at the many ways we enter 
into and sponsor ministry with preschool children, grade 
school children, adolescents, young adults, adults and elders. 
Our sisters, coworkers, associates and Notre Dame Mission 
Volunteers are in schools, universities, parishes, adult learn-
ing centers, health care centers and agencies all making tangi-
ble that God is good. Julie’s vision, energy and wisdom un-
leashed an energy that still moves hearts all over the earth.” 

“Many in leadership roles in our education and health care 
facilities are coming to meet and understand St. Julie for the 
very first time. It is such an honor to share with them her 
character, wisdom and life and how she continues to influ-
ence all aspects of our Notre Dame ministries. New leaders 
are inspired by the Sisters, both past and present, as they 

continue Julie’s mission of ‘making known God’s goodness’. I continue to be inspired by St. Julie 
and often feel as though I am meeting her again for the very first time!”

“My ministry has made me realize that I can make a difference with a smaller impact than what 
I thought - the little things do matter with students.”

“Any act of service, no matter how simple or grand, strengthens the bonds that connect us as 
God’s children and as inheritors, not just inhabitors of this world.” 
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Nous construisons des communautés éducatives  
compréhensives qui forment pour la vie. 

“St. Julie’s call to ‘teach the students what 
they need for life’ has always inspired my 
teaching. I believe that there are two levels 
contained in her call: that students are to 
receive from us the skills they need to make 
an adequate living, and that they are also to 
receive from us the inspiration and support 
they need to develop and 
sustain an abundant spiritual 
life.”  

“When I was 76 years old, I 
signed up for classes at Jeffer-
son State in Alabama. After 
years of battling red tape, I 
was accepted when I was 79. 
I am still taking one subject a 
semester. Like St. Julie, per-
sistence is what it takes. I just 
live my life everyday know-
ing that the Lord is with me. 
There is so much freedom in 
living that way.”

“As I recall my teaching for 49 years in pri-
mary education, I remember seeing the po-

tential in each student and I’m energized by 
their goodness and enthusiasm for learning. 
The Hallmarks we embrace give credibility 
to life’s journey.” 

“My year of service as a Notre Dame Mis-
sion Volunteer taught me a lot about con-

temporary issues in the 
American education system 
firsthand, and it definitely 
fueled in me a passion for 
education.”

“The fundamental question 
we need to ask ourselves is: 
‘What does it mean to be 
a student in a Notre Dame 
School?’ We know that edu-
cation builds minds. Spiritu-
ality opens hearts and leader-
ship develops your voice, so 
you can speak up and speak 
out and have a say in the 

world. As you make your voices heard, you 
will create a ripple effect, inspiring others, 
undoing injustice and carrying God’s good-
ness to every corner of the Earth.” 
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St. Julie Lives
Bernice King, SNDdeN

St. Julie, you speak to us of apostolic zeal,
           Of union with our loving God- 
 of ways to teach and heal.
St. Julie, your spirit lives through ministry 
today,
           And Notre Dame rejoices-
           “Ah! qu’il est bon...!” we say.

Poems celebrating St. Julie

A Poem for St. Julie Billiart
By Andrew Craig

Campus Minister at  
Notre Dame Cristo Rey High School

I saw my father attacked and robbed.
As I sold our remaining goods,
I could not help but say,
“How good is the good God!”
My body began to pause,
Falling into a paralysis no one could explain,
Yet I could not help but exclaim,
“How good is the good God!”
It was neither a question, nor a jest.
I pronounced it without rest,
“How good is the good God!”
I listened to the concerns of others
I gave them comfort and guidance,
And soon others said,
“How good is the good God!”
Through a miracle, I was healed.
My Sisters and I traveled the world,
Giving girls the power to know,
“How good is the good God!”
We gather in this place,
You and I, ever trying to serve in love,
So those we meet may know,
“How good is the good God!”
This neither question nor jest,
But exclamation without rest,
May it shine through our attentive hearts,
“How good is the good God!”

How good 
is the 

good God!
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